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SURJECT: PROPOSED MONDALE-VIDELA MEETING

1. IN RESPONSE TC AN URGENT REQUEST FROM ARGENTINE
PRESIDENT VIDELA FOR A BRIEF MEETING WHILE BOQTH ARE IN

ROME FOR THE INSTALLATION OF POPE JOHN PAUL I, VICE
PRESIDENT MONDALE AGREED TO A MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 4 TO
DISCUSS THE RAPID DETERICRATION IN U.S.-ARGENTINE RELATIONS.
THE VICE PRESIDENT WILL HOLD NO OTHER BILATERALS IN ROME
(PARAGUAYAN FONMIN NOGUES ALSO REQUESTED A SESSION) .

IN THE EXPECTATION THAT THE MONDALE-VIDELA MEETING WILL
BREAK IN THE MEDIA, DEPARTMENT HAS PREPARED THE FOLLOWING
PRESS GUIDANCE WHICH YOU MAY USE ON AN IF-ASKED BASIS ONLY.
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Q: WILL (DiID} VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE MEET WITH ARGENTINE
PRESIDENT VIDELA IN ROME? '
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A: VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AGREED TO A REQUEST FROM .
PRESIDENT VIDELA TO MEET IN ROME. THE MEETING WILL AFFCRD
(HAS AFFORDED) AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW FURTHER THE
CURRENT STATE OF U.S.-ARGENTINE RELATIONS. ‘
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Q: IS THE VICE PRESIDENT MEETING (HAS HE MET} WITH ANYONE
ELSE?

A: THERE REALLY ISN'T MUCH TIME FOR EXTRA MEETINGS NOW.
PRESIDENT VIDELA ASKED TO SEE THE VICE PRESIDENT, S0 A
SHORT MEETING WAS ARRANGED.

Q: WHAT DID THEY TALK ABOQUT?

A: THEY BRIEFLY REVIEWED IN A GENERAL WAY THE STATE OF
U.S.-ARGENTINE RELATIONS. BQOTH OF THEM AGREED THAT IT
WAS IMPORTANT THAT BOTH COUNTRIES SEEK TO STRENGTHEN THIS
RELATIONSHIP.

Q: ISN'T HUMAN RIGHTS ONE OF THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS BETWEEN
THE U.S. AND ARGENTINA?

-

A: YES. TIT WAS OF COURSE ONE OF THE TCPICS WHICH WAS
COVERED DURING THEIR REVIEW OF U.S.-ARGENTINE RELATIONS.

2. WE HAVE TOLD THE ARGENTINES THAT WE BELIEVE THIS
MEETING SHOULD BE TREATED AS CONFTIDENTIAL AND THAT WE DID
NOT INTEND TO PUBLICIZE THE MEETING. THE ARGENTINES

AGREED. FOR THIS REASON, WQULD APPRECIATE YOUR TREATING
SECRET :
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THE A30VE AS HIGHLY SENSITIVE, WITH PRESS USE ONLY IN
EVENT MEETING BREAKS IN YOUR LOCAL MEDIA AND ON IF-ASKED
BASTIS.
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CR ORGANIZED POLITICAL PRAOTESTS CANMAT 8F DISCAUNTEN.

2, WHILE ENBASSY YILL MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE EFPART 79 PREVENT
DISCLOSURE TQ P278y OF: PROPNSED MEETING BETWYEEN VICE PRESINENT AND
VINELA, PRESENCEZ OF JOURNALISTS AT AMBASSANORYS RESIDENCE

(FAR VICE PRESICENT!S DEPARTUIE RIMARXSY DURING TIME OF
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